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Part 8, reference 30. Exponential UI (the extension expui, object Exp in the browser) is the
JavaScript library of the administration since YUI was removed. Extensions use it for their admin
pages. This page summarizes its API documentation (doc/API.md of the expui repository,
version 1.0.0.1 at the time of writing); the full description of each module is in its doc/modules/
folder. Moving old YUI code to it is in From YUI to expui.

Loading
Template call Loads

{exp_config( hash( 'prefs', array( ... ),
'strings', array( ... ) ) )}

the page's configuration block: preferences and
translated texts for your script

{ezscript_require( 'exp::core' )} jQuery 4 and the core

{ezscript_require( array( 'exp::core', 'exp::io'
) )}

and the server calls

{ezcss_require( 'exp/core.css' )} the design tokens (--exp-*) and utilities

Module keys: exp::collapse, exp::sticky, exp::dialog, exp::upload, exp::datatable,
exp::datepicker, exp::autosave, each with its stylesheet exp/<module>.css. The admin
designs load all of them on every page, so an admin page of your extension usually needs
only its own script.

The core (Exp)
API Does

Exp.ready( fn ) run when the page is ready

Exp.i18n( text, params ) a text from the strings of exp_config()

Exp.on( name, fn ), Exp.off( name, fn ), Exp.emit(
name, data )

page-wide events; prefix your names (
myext:saved)

Exp.register( name, init ), Exp.start( root, only ) start behavior from HTML (data-* markup)

Exp.prefs.get( name, fallback ), Exp.prefs.set( name,
value )

user preferences

Exp.keys.bind( combo, fn, options ) keyboard shortcuts

Exp.token() the page's form token

Exp.reducedMotion true when the user asked for less motion
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Server calls (Exp.io)
API Does

Exp.io.call( fn, args,
options )

an ezjscore server function; POST by default; returns a Promise with the
function's content, rejects with an Exp.io.Error

Exp.io.form( form,
options )

post a form with its files, adding the form token

Exp.io.poll( fn, args,
options )

call again every every ms until until( content ) is true

Exp.io.url( path ) the address of a path in the current siteaccess

JavaScript

Exp.io.call( 'myext::items', [ 2 ], { method: 'GET' } ).then( function ( items ) {
    // use items
}, function ( error ) {
    // error.kind: signedout, refused, server, network, timeout, invalid
} );

Modules
Module API

exp::dialog Exp.dialog.open( options ), confirm( text ), alert( text ), form( url, options
), create( options ); markup data-exp-dialog

exp::datatable $( el ).expDataTable( options ); markup data-exp-datatable

exp::datepicker $( el ).expDatePicker( options ); window.showDatePicker()

exp::upload $( el ).expUpload( options ); markup data-exp-upload

exp::collapse Exp.collapse( conf ), $( el ).expCollapse( conf )

exp::sticky $( toolbar ).expSticky( options ), Exp.sticky.start( toolbar, options )

exp::autosave new Exp.autosave.AutoSubmit( conf ), $( form ).expAutosave( conf ), $( el
).expPreview( conf )

All dialogs return Promises and use the browser's own <dialog> element.

Under a Content Security Policy
Exponential UI is loaded from files, and its modules start from data-* markup, so a page built
with it needs no inline script (CSP: moving inline scripts into files). Pass your page's texts
through exp_config() rather than an inline script.

Related pages
• Previous: Error codes and module results
• Next: admin4 components and tokens
• ezjscore server functions reference
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• YUI removed from Exponential
• Free documentation: this page is free to copy, translate and improve under the GNU FDL

1.3.

Become an Exponential Partner
Partners share their information, provide funding, contribute back and develop the
products with us, and that is how Exponential grows. A partner website and dashboard are
planned for mid-2027: please become a partner today to speed up our growth rate and
land new features faster.
Partners: start here | How to apply

Exponential Copyright © 1998-2026 Exponential Foundation and 7x
Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this document under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation License,
Version 1.3 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation; with no Invariant Sections, no Front-Cover Texts,
and no Back-Cover Texts. A copy of the license is included in the section entitled "GNU Free Documentation License".
This documentation is free documentation, licensed under the GNU Free Documentation License 1.3 or later:
https://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl-1.3.html.
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